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Summary
The history of the Spirit Dragon Whistles -- why they were made, how they changed the Spirit Dragon
Wars, and why their production transformed the Orders of Wizardry into the unified Conclave that
governs arcane magic today.

 

The Problem the Whistles Solved

 
 
The Spirit Dragon Wars were not a war that the mortals of Venn were winning. The five Great Spirit
Dragons -- the Gold, the Silver, the Copper, the Brass, and the Bronze -- had been gifts from
Solgarde himself, forged by Vorathem at the height of the Giant Wars to give the fledgling Empire
of Venn the power it needed to survive. They had served that purpose. The giants had been reduced
to a manageable threat. And then the Spirit Dragons, their original purpose gone, their guidance
unasked-for, looked at the mortal peoples they had been made to protect and reached a conclusion:
mortals could not govern themselves. The Spirit Dragons would have to do it for them.
 
 
The ideological conviction with which they prosecuted this conclusion was, by surviving accounts,
the most unsettling thing about them. They were not cruel in the way that chromatic dragons are
cruel. They were not greedy. They were certain -- absolutely, unshakeably certain -- that they were
doing what needed to be done. Armies that faced them in the field did not face malice. They faced
the patient, overwhelming force of beings who believed, without doubt, that the opposing army was
wrong about what was good for it.
 
 
Conventional military force was insufficient. The gods raised new, uncorrupted dragons to oppose
the Spirit Dragons, and this helped -- but the Great Spirit Dragons were Solgarde's own creation,
made by the god of craftsmanship specifically to be difficult to kill. The Empire needed a way to
bring them to battle on mortal terms rather than draconic ones. It needed a way to make them
come to the fight rather than choose it.
 
 

The Making of the Whistles

 
 
The Orders of Wizardry at this time were not the unified institution they would later become. They
were three separate organizations -- the White, the Grey, and the Black Robes -- operating under a
shared set of founding laws but with limited cooperation and considerable mutual suspicion. The
founding laws required them not to use sorcery against one another in the Towers of Wizardry, to
regard one another as brothers in the power, and to accept that the world outside the towers might



set them against each other. This was the framework under which they had functioned for
generations.
 
 
The Spirit Dragon Wars required something the framework had never demanded: genuine
cooperation toward a single purpose, with no political maneuvering, no Order gaining advantage
over the others, and no possibility of one side defecting once the work was underway. What the
Whistles required to make was not known to any single Order. It required theoretical knowledge
from the White Robes, practical methodology from the Grey, and the specific willingness to work
with principles of compulsion and binding that only the Black Robes had fully developed. Any two
Orders working without the third would have produced something incomplete. All three were
necessary.
 
 
By all surviving accounts, this was extremely uncomfortable for everyone involved. The records that
exist from the period -- most are restricted, but fragments have circulated -- describe a working
environment of thorough mutual distrust, careful documentation of each Order's contributions to
prevent one from taking disproportionate credit, and at least one serious breakdown in cooperation
that was resolved only when a Grey Robe archivist pointed out that the Spirit Dragon currently
occupying the valley below the working site would be there regardless of which Order felt its
contributions were being undervalued.
 
 
Five Whistles were produced. One for each Spirit Dragon, each tuned to its target specifically
during the working process in a manner that the original makers understood and that has not been
fully reconstructed since. The tuning is what made them effective and also what made them
irreplaceable -- a Whistle for the Gold Dragon compels the Gold Dragon. It does not substitute for a
Whistle for the Silver.
 
 

The Effect on the Wars

 
 
The Whistles did not end the Spirit Dragon Wars. They changed the terms of them. Before the
Whistles, the Spirit Dragons chose when and where they engaged. They were patient, methodical,
and nearly impossible to draw into a fight on ground the mortal armies could manage. After the
Whistles, they could be summoned -- compelled to come to the wielder, on the wielder's ground, at
the wielder's moment of choosing.
 
 
This did not make them easy to fight. It made them possible to fight. The holders of the Whistles
during the Wars are not celebrated as heroes in any simple sense. The records that survive suggest
that holding a Whistle was a position of enormous danger and considerable moral weight -- the
Dragon you summoned remembered you afterward, and a Spirit Dragon's attention, once fixed on a
specific mortal, did not waver. At least two Whistle holders during the Wars were killed by the
Dragon they had previously summoned, in the interval between one compulsion lapsing and the



next being sounded.
 
 
The wars ended with the Spirit Dragons subdued and withdrawing from mortal affairs. Not
destroyed. The Great Spirit Dragons were not destroyed. Whether this was because they could not
be destroyed, or because the mortals who had finally gained the upper hand chose not to press it to
that conclusion, is a matter on which the available records are ambiguous in ways that feel
deliberate.
 
 

The Conclave

 
 
The immediate consequence of the Whistles' production was the formal unification of the Orders.
Three Orders had cooperated to produce the most consequential arcane working in living memory.
The institutional logic of returning to mutual suspicion afterward was difficult to sustain. The
Conclave was established -- a unified governing body drawing representatives from all three
Orders, with the Head of the Conclave chosen by the spell called Consensus, which obtains the
opinion of every Order member simultaneously.
 
 
The Conclave's first significant act, after establishing its own structure, was to classify the records
on the Spirit Dragon Whistles. This is documented. The reasoning behind the classification is not --
the resolution that established it simply notes that access is restricted to the three Masters and the
Head of the Conclave, and that this restriction is to be maintained without stated justification
indefinitely. Every subsequent Conclave has maintained it. Two thousand years of Heads of the
Conclave have read whatever the restricted records say and decided to keep them restricted. This,
more than the restriction itself, is the thing worth noting.
 
 

Current Status

 
 
The five Great Spirit Dragons are not dead. The five Whistles -- or however many survive -- are in
the Conclave's keeping, or somewhere the Conclave knows about, or somewhere the Conclave is
looking for. The restricted records know which of these is true. Archmage Theodric Vane, as Head
of the Conclave, knows what the restricted records say.
 
 
In Year 2368 FW, Charoth the Corruptor is free. The Conclave has said nothing publicly about
whether this affects their posture toward the Whistles. The Conclave rarely says anything publicly
about the Whistles at all. The silence has been consistent for two thousand years. It is not clear
whether the current silence means nothing has changed or whether the current silence sounds the
same as it always has because it is designed to.
 


